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ment throughout Latin America and the Carib-
bean for the benefit of our combined popu-
lations of 700 million. It will also give an enor-
mous boost to our efforts to complete the GATT
Uruguay Round so we can continue to expand
the global economy.

‘‘I am grateful for the hemisphere-wide back-
ing the NAFTA enjoys. Your expressions of sup-
port, both individual and issued collectively
through the Organization of American States,

the Rio Group, the Caribbean Community and
the Meeting of Central American Presidents
have helped me convey to the people of the
United States the commitment of Latin Amer-
ican and Caribbean nations to opening their
markets so that freer trade may benefit all. I
am proud to have your support in this historic
endeavor and I look forward to working with
you to make freer trade throughout this hemi-
sphere a reality.’’

Nomination for the Export-Import Bank of the United States
November 18, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate Maria Luisa M. Haley to be a
member of the Board of Directors of the Ex-
port-Import Bank of the United States.

‘‘I have been very impressed with Maria
Haley’s work over the years, as an aide to me
here at the White House, and working for our

Industrial Development Commission in Arkan-
sas,’’ said the President. ‘‘I expect that she will
continue to do well on the Export-Import Bank
Board.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for United States District Court Judges
November 18, 1993

The President today nominated two U.S. dis-
trict court judges for Louisiana: Tucker
Melancon for the Western District, and Helen
‘‘Ginger’’ Berrigan for the Eastern District.

‘‘I have pledged to the American people that
I would appoint Federal judges committed to

public service,’’ said the President. ‘‘In Tucker
Melancon and Ginger Berrigan, the people of
Louisiana will have just that.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Exchange With Reporters Following Discussions With Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien of Canada in Seattle
November 18, 1993

NAFTA

Q. [Inaudible]—resolve your differences on
NAFTA?

The President. Well, I wouldn’t say we re-
solved them all, but we had a very good meet-
ing, and we agreed that our respective trade
representatives would get together, Mr.

MacLaren and Ambassador Kantor, and try to
work through the issues in a timely fashion.
And I feel comfortable that we’ve set up a good
process. We’ve identified what the points of con-
cern are, and I think we’ve got a good shot
to work it out.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, can you resolve the
issues now without completely reopening
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NAFTA?
Prime Minister Chrétien. That debate is going

on at this time. We’ve discussed the nature of
the problem and we tried to find a way to
solve the problem. I guess we could, but I’m
not sure. That’s why, you know, we’ll have to
reflect on the nature of the problem, and we
have only a few weeks to make a final decision
because proclamation is for the first of January.
But I’m confident that they seem to understand
our position and understand the American posi-
tion, too. So, yes, I’m optimistic that we can
find a solution. The technique is something to
be worked on, and we’ll find a solution. There
is always a solution to a problem.

Q. What are the—problems?
Prime Minister Chrétien. For us, we talk

about a clear definition of what is subsidy and
what is dumping and counterbidding. We want
to have rules on that; it’s extremely important
for us. So we’re debating that at this moment,
how can we find the process to solve this prob-
lem and discuss other issues like water and so
on. We hope to find the proper solution in
the weeks to come.

Trade With Japan and China
Q. Mr. President can you coax China and

Japan to open their markets to U.S. products?

The President. We hope so. That’s one of
the things we’re working on here. And in a
larger sense, both Canada and the United States
being the sort of Western partners in this Asian-
Pacific economic group, we want very much to
continue to buy from those Asian countries, and
we want them to buy our products. We want
to build a free trading relationship that will sup-
port the growth of Asia and support jobs in
our nations. Both of us are very excited about
it. We’re happy to have this meeting here being
hosted in North America.

Prime Minister Chrétien. We want to reassure
them, too, that what is happening in North
America at this moment, it’s not a bloc that
will become protectionist. It’s very important
that they understand that now we want to ex-
pand trade with the other nations in the Pacific,
because there will be more wealth around the
world, more jobs for the people who are seeking
jobs—United States and Canada.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:15
p.m. at the Westin Hotel. This exchange was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 19. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks to the Seattle APEC Host Committee
November 19, 1993

Thank you so much for that warm welcome,
and thank you, all of you, for everything you
have done to make this conference of the Asian-
Pacific economic council a success. I want to
thank your Governor for his leadership in com-
ing all the way to Washington, DC, to help
me pass the NAFTA agreement and for speak-
ing up for it and as the leader of the State
which leads America in per capita trade. I want
to thank my good friend Mayor Rice, who heads
this wonderful city which has been voted the
best city in America in which to do business,
in no small measure because of your Mayor.

I’m glad to see my friend and former col-
league Governor Roberts out there. I must say
I sort of jumped when Governor Lowry intro-
duced her as his neighbor to the south. I never
thought of Oregon in the south before. That’s

a lesson for this whole conference: Perspective
is very important. [Laughter]

I have one member of your delegation here,
Congressman Norm Dicks, who came back with
me yesterday; and Speaker Foley is on the way.
But I’m glad to see him here. The Washington
delegation has been enormously supportive of
this administration in the cause of economic ex-
pansion, and I am very grateful for that.

Senator Murray wanted to come back with
me also, but she’s on the floor of the Senate
even as I speak here, debating the crime bill
and trying to pass it with 100,000 new police
officers and the Brady bill and an historic ban
on assault weapons, which she’s working hard
to keep in the bill. For my part, I hope it
stays in there.

I love Seattle. I always love to come here.
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